
The Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation TrustThe Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust
19871987--20092009

Our Hills         Our Lakes        Our FutureOur Hills         Our Lakes        Our Future



““Preserving the rural landscape Preserving the rural landscape 
of the Mt. Kearsarge/Lake Sunapee region.of the Mt. Kearsarge/Lake Sunapee region.””

6,287 Acres, 102 Properties6,287 Acres, 102 Properties



“Then & Now”
A journey of land preservation. 

This story is about saving land to maintain our connections 
to the things that matter most to us.

Land  preservation is always about promises –
made to one another and to the future.



Ausbon Sargent, 
a retired 

maintenance 
worker of no 

inherited wealth, 
at age 94 took his 

life savings and 
bought the 3 acre 

Main Street
“town green”
parcel from 

Colby-Sawyer 
College.  Sargent 
immediately gave 

the land to the 
Town of 

New London 
on the condition 
that the parcel 
remain forever 
undeveloped.



The year was 1985 and land prices had soared amid a building boom. 
The financially struggling college, where Sargent had worked for 25 years, had offered 

the parcel for sale. Fearing the town green, the center of community life of his boyhood, 
would go the way of the mini-mall, Sargent paid $150,000 

to guarantee its preservation. 



Wishing to remain anonymous, Sargent only took credit for this “living legacy” to the 
people of New London at the urging of his friend Mary Haddad.



“I don’t care one cent about any fanfare,” Sargent told a reporter at the time. 

““The main thing is to keep it the way it was.The main thing is to keep it the way it was.””



The green has been renamed the The green has been renamed the ““Sargent CommonSargent Common”” and the only structure and the only structure 
permitted is the Mary D. Haddad Memorial Bandstand. permitted is the Mary D. Haddad Memorial Bandstand. 



It was from the “old” Colby Academy that Sargent graduated in 1911, giving a commencement 
address in which he said if people “are true to the homeland it becomes a palace and a temple.”

[Colby Academy graduating class of 1910.  Ausbon Sargent, back row, 2nd from right.]



Sargent, born June 11, 1891, honored his home town by deeding the green to 
New London, he also memorialized his family, who settled in the area in 1781. 

His great, great uncle, Ezekiel, originally cleared the land and built his home, The 
Elms,” now known to us all as the New London Inn. 



A fieldstone from Sargent’s grandfather Ransom’s farm on Seamans Road has been moved 
to the westerly corner of the Main Street tract near the Old Academy building.

[This is the view of Mt. Kearsarge from the second floor window of the old Sargent home.]



Sargent went on in 1931 to work for the then Colby Junior College, retiring in 1956. 
He remained active in the community, his garden and his lifelong love of outdoor recreation. 

In fact, Sargent climbed Mount Kearsarge on his 90th birthday!



Sargent lived to see his 
life and his values 

honored in 1987 by a 
fledgling non-profit 

group that took him as 
its namesake: 



Sargent died at his 
Main Street home on

August 27, 1988. 
He was 97.



With gratitude and pride, we thank Ausbon Sargent for his example and inspiration. 
In dedication and service, we endeavor to continue his work.

King Hill Reservation view looking south to Kezar Lake.



This was the Main Street that Ausbon Sargent knew as a child and young man.
Here is the center of New London (now Sargent Common) in the early 1900’s 

before Whipple Town Hall was built in 1918.



None of these buildings of  Sargent Common remain except for the
renovated Colby Academy/Town Offices seen behind the flagpole.



It was a different landscape from today – with cleared pasture bordering 
the back of Main Street to the east.  Colby Academy is on the far right.



Colby Academy where Ausbon Sargent graduated in 1910.



Today, once again, the college and the Town intersect on the “green”. The College gave 
the Old Colby Academy building to the Town of New London for its Town offices. 

The Sargent Green is just to the right.



We’d like to take you on a tour New London – then and now – with our eye focused on the 
land.  Our ride ‘round town will circle outward from the town center of 

“Four Corners”- Main Street & Pleasant Street c. 1890.  



It seems only right that we should use this1890’s tourist map of the New London region. 
Let’s start by heading northeast toward Pleasant Lake.

The “Four Corners”



As we head down North Pleasant Street, if we turned our heads to look back to the 
“Four Corners” of Main Street - this is what we would be able to see.



Further down North Pleasant Street, we’d encounter this distant view of 
Pleasant Lake and Ragged Mt. in the far distance.



Further still down North Pleasant Street, we can look across open 
fields to Bunker Road and Pleasant Lake beyond.



Now, nearly at the bottom of the hill is the schoolhouse (moved to the New London 
Historical Society grounds) that was at the north end of Pleasant Lake.



Speaking of the north end of Pleasant Lake – this is the view from what is now the 
Pleasant Lake Inn, but was known at the time of this photo as Red Gables.



If we ride up Pingree Road to Pingree Farm this is what we’ll see.  The Farm on the 
lake (left center) is directly across from the Spring Ledge strawberry fields. 

The buildings to the right are “Red Gables” (The Pleasant Lake Inn.)



Let stretch our legs and hike up Pingree Road to Morgan Hill Road for this view of 
Pleasant Lake with Mt. Kearsarge in the distance. On the east (left) side of the lake is 

the ridgeline of Tabor Hill – the top is open farmland.



The Morgan Hill view south was emblematic of this region – later made famous by singer Kate 
Smith’s theme song “When the moon comes over the mountain” written about Mt. Kearsarge. 



This postcard image has us standing on the Tabor Hill ridgeline on the east side of 
Pleasant Lake.  Today, the Pleasant Lake High Trail traverses this ridge, but the open 

pastures are gone, leaving only brief glimpses of the lake and Mountain.



We have come full circle and are looking across Pleasant Lake to the Tabor Hill ridgelines 
open pastures. Elkins beach is just out of sight on the right.



So let’s return to the “Four Corners” of Main Street & Pleasant Street and so we can turn west 
to head down South Pleasant Street toward Mt. Sunapee and the “big lake”.



We’ll travel west from “Four Corners” toward the big Lake then circle south and east –
to see how the land looked then.



Circa 1900 – Looking west toward King Hill and beyond on South Pleasant Street –
you are standing about where Barrett Road meets South Pleasant Street.



Same point of view – but electric power lines have been added to South Pleasant Street looking 
to Mt. Sunapee from Main Street. The farms in the mid-distance are on Old Main Street.



A still more recent view from Main Street / Tracy Library corner –
before the ski trails show on Mt. Sunapee.



Near where County Road intersects what is now Rt. 103A.  Note the open pasture close to the 
road from New London heading to Lake Sunapee.



As we head west 
toward the big 
lake – all roads 
bump into what 
we now know as 

Route 103A, 
which hugs Lake 
Sunapee on the 

east.  The 
Hastings-Goings 
Farm is featured 
in this post card.



Charles Davis holds 
his horse on the 

Davis Farm. 
Today, his 

granddaughter, 
Laura still lives on 
this route 103A 

property. She and 
her father protected 
the remaining 36.3 

acres with the 
Ausbon Sargent 

Land Preservation 
Trust in 1998.



A well known destination location -Soo Nipi Park Lodge on the east side of Lake Sunapee.



To get to the Soo Nipi Hotel we’d pass Cordingley Hall on Soo Nipi Road.



Heading further south along the edge of Lake Sunapee is the Hay Estate - left corner of this post 
card.  John Hay was an environmentalist- writing passionately for land protection.  He raised 

cattle and sheep on this southeast hill side – now known as Sunset Hill.



Circling back east to town in the 1960’s we’d pass King Hill Ski area - built in Ausbon 
Sargent’s later years. Known as a “family ski experience” it provided many happy 

memories for local families.



From King Hill we head back to town passing through “Crockett’s Corner”. 
The view looking south to Mt. Kearsarge.



Winter view from Crockett’s Corner – note the open fields flanking the mountain.



Returning up Main Street from Crockett’s Corner we are back to “Four Corners” –
to start our last trek, which will take us north west and then round Little Lake Sunapee.



This time from “Four Corners” we’ll head northwest along Burpee Hill 
and then circle ‘round Little Lake Sunapee.



Burpee Hill lies one ridgeline west of “Four Corners”.  In the early part of 1900, you 
could look north to Little Lake Sunapee (as in this photo) or west across the big Lake.



From Burpee Hill Road looking west across open pasture land running down to Lake Sunapee.



1940’s aerial view of the Burpee Hill Stanley Family farm & fields 
with Colby Point on Little Lake Sunapee.



Haying on the Burpee Hill Stanley Family farm – circa 1940.  



Near the hay fields is another view from the Stanley Farm pastures –
to Mt. Sunapee (right)– circa 1943.



Lets walk north from Stanley Farm over to northeast side of Burpee Hill to the shore of Little 
Lake Sunapee – see the open fields on the hills behind Twin Lake Villa. 

Colby Point is out of sight to our left. 



Standing on in an open pasture on the side of Oak Hill from the north side of Little Lake Sunapee, 
we see  the fields of Hilltop and Mt. Kearsarge in the distance.



Let’s stop and hike up Kidder Brook, behind Twin Lake Villa. It still provides this quiet beauty, 
but also served as power for local sawmills and brought drinking water down from Morgan Pond. 



Heading back to Main Street we pass Bucklin Beach in 1924 –
still the same strong wind blowing down the lake!



And so we return to “Four Corners.” this time to begin our ride ‘round town as it looks today. 
We’ll be able to visit many of the same special places because you and your neighbors have 

preserved them through Ausbon Sargent’s namesake –
The Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation TrustThe Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust. 



Today’s “Four Corners” is vibrant, and still beautiful.  

Four Corners today



But more full and part-time residents whose livelihood isn’t dependent on the land creates 
different pressures on our remaining undeveloped open spaces.



These pressures of 
increased population 

and a changing 
economy prompted a 
local citizen response 

that founded the 
Ausbon Sargent

Land Preservation 
Trust in 1987.



Our mission:
To preserve the rural landscape of the Mt. Kearsarge/Lake Sunapee region.





Now preserving:Now preserving:

6,287 acres6,287 acres
102 properties102 properties

of rural landscape in of rural landscape in 
the 12 towns of the the 12 towns of the 

Mt. Kearsarge/Mt. Kearsarge/
Lake SunapeeLake Sunapee region.region.

AndoverAndover
BradfordBradford
DanburyDanbury

GranthamGrantham
GoshenGoshen
NewburyNewbury

New LondonNew London
SpringfieldSpringfield
SunapeeSunapee
SuttonSutton
WarnerWarner
WilmotWilmot



Let’s take the same ride round town today –
visiting some selected protected properties on our way. 





Strawberry Fields – forever!  The Sargent easement of 21 acres of working farmland was 
donated in 1989 by Murray and Rachael Sargent.



The fields across 
from Sargent Farm 
are familiar to us 
all for the PYO 
strawberries of 

Spring Ledge farm. 
Straw is being 

spread to protect 
the berry plants for 
winter.  Pleasant 

Lake peeps through 
the trees and Mt. 

Kearsarge looms in 
the distance.



The Sargent easement also 
included the land along 
Great Brook known as  

Cocoa’s Path, which is now 
part of the New London 

Conservation Commission 
hiking trails.  



If we park at the strawberry fields we can stretch our legs and hike up to the Yerkes (Coonley 
easement) and look out across Pleasant Lake and Mt. Kearsarge from the side of Morgan Hill



Let’s continue hiking along the ridgeline of Tabor Hill.  We’ll pause first at Bunker 
Farm which is on the Spofford easement.





Easement donor Ralph Spofford 
took the picture of remains of a 

WWII enemy aircraft spotting on 
tower on this easement during 

the war years.



Continuing on the Pleasant Lake High Trail we’ll cross the trail on the Deming easement first 
passing scenic views across Pleasant Lake to Mt. Monadnock and Mt Kearsarge and then 

downhill between two lovely ponds in and overgrown pasture. 



Crossing a power line we’ll reach Dave and Celeste Cook’s easement protecting the woods 
and view behind their home just south of Spofford and Deming.  From this view on their 

trails you look southeast to Mt. Kearsarge and with a turn of your head to the east is 
Ragged Mountain and even  further on to the Belknap Mountains.



Visit our web site  -
Protected 

Properties>Trails to 
find printable trail 

maps





Dave Cook has created a 
delightful hiking experience on 

his easement with over 
4 miles of trails - including an 

interpretive trail with an 
informative brochure detailing 
35 interesting natural features.  



Easement monitor, 
Dave Brazier, created a nature 
“Quest” for the Cook Easement 
also available on our web site. 
Here are his granddaughters 

trying out this nature treasure 
hunt and having fun with the 

stamp paint.



Time to get in our vehicle and head west.  Along now Route 11 is “Low Plain” was the first of 
many partnership fund raising projects to purchase land for conservation.



Low Plain has numerous trails enjoyed year round by school children and adults alike.



We’ve just turned north at Crockett’s Corner and slow to look across protected “Main 
Street Meadow.” When neighbors realized this field had been staked out for house lots, 

they contacted the ASLPT whose staff and board members organized
enough support to buy and protect these fields.



Back to town center to "Four Corners” and  then westward toward 103A.  



We’ll head west on South Pleasant Street to Bog Road and on to Route 103A – stopping to 
visit a few of the now protected properties along the way.



Our first stop is the long sought after, and now recently purchased Clark Pond on Bog Road.



Looking southeast to Mt. Kearsarge across the large wetland, brook and pond that 
comprise the 91 acre Clark Pond easement



You can hike the ¾ mile trail on the west side - built and maintained 
by the New London Conservation Commission



Davis Farm on 
103A is one of the 

earliest in 
New London 

dating from the 
late 1700’s. In 
1998 Charles 
Davis and his 

daughter Laura 
placed the 

remaining 36 
acres into a 
conservation 

easement with the 
ASLPT.

Willow planted Willow planted 
in 1796in 1796



Traveling up 103A we’ll turn onto Davis Hill Road where just up the road is a gate on the left 
that leads to Clark Lookout – “A gift to the people of New London from Sydney L. Crook.”



Just a short hike to enjoy this view of Lake Sunapee, Mt. Sunapee and Vermont’s green hills.  



At the north end of  Davis Hill Road is the Frank & Dot Gordon easement protecting 
43 acres with 1,553 feet of Lake Sunapee shoreline.



And as we turn back on Route 11 to head south again – look over at the protected beach 
with public access at Otter Pond – also part of the Gordon easement.



Taking Soo Nipi Road off Route 103A and on your left is 
the 13 acres of Cordingley Preserve.



Robert Stevens, a Cordingley family descendent, made the purchase of this easement a reality.
A nature trail on the property has been named for his mother 

who loved these woods with her children.



Continuing south on your right is the lovely 
open field and woods of the Wolf Trust –

16.4 acres on Route 103A.



We’ll turn down Chalk Pond Road to part at the Kidder Tract sign on our right. 
From here we’ll hike the gravel road to the Sunset Hill trail – crossing through the 

37 acres of the Kidder Tract abutting Hay Forest Reservation. This is the view 
looking east from the hiking trail before going over to the top of Sunset Hill.



A guided winter hike up and over Sunset Hill with The Forest Society’s 
Director of Education, Dave Anderson .



Sunset Hill view across the south end of Lake Sunapee. 



As we circle back east toward New London, the next big hill is King Hill. 
The defunct ski area has new homes atop the hill but also has 400 protected acres 

owned by the Town of Sutton and protected by the ASLPT.



Here is an ASLPT easement monitor on one of the old King 
Hill Ski Area trails with Mt. Kearsarge to the southeast.



Sometimes one easement attracts another as seen here.  At the foot of King Hill 
Reservation are the 40 additional protected acres of the Putnam easement.



And a bit further down Hominy Pot Road lays the 38 acres of the Enroth easement 
– some of this easement protects the Lyon Brook entry to Kezar Lake.



We’re back to town – for once last loop north! We’re heading to Burpee Hill where the first 
Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust easement was signed.



Traveling from south to north along its ridgeline, there are now a total of 7 separate 
properties that have been protected on Burpee Hill.



We’ll start at the Carroll 
(Keating & Carroll) 

easement.



This view is called “The Ridge” by the Carroll family – saved for them and for us 
in 1993 with their donation of a 33.8 acre conservation easement.



Artist Ron Brown’s painting of the Carroll (now Keating & Carroll) property.



The Tatum easement of 21.8 acres abuts the Carroll easement and it too 
looks west to the “big lake.”



And across the street are the two Stanley Farm easements totaling 68.5 acres.



This is the view from the most recent Stanley Farm easement of 38.5 acres, which 
overlooks the original easement in 1989 of 30 acres.



In November of 1988, Eunice Bohanon signed the first 
conservation easement with the ASLPT – 6.75 acres on Burpee 

Hill Road.  21 years later with her neighbors – in 7 separate 
properties have protected 235.3 acres of rural landscape –

now & forever.



Continuing north on Burpee Hill is the Phillips easement.



These cattle and one pony graze on the Carey property with the Stanley home behind it 
– both are on easements originally protected by the Phillips family.



Coming down from Burpee Hill we reach Little Lake Sunapee and then we’ll turn right on 
Newport Road. Lets enjoy the first of three separate protected properties - the 

Kentlands/Denny/Phillips easement of 9.35 acres with 1650’ shoreline.



The next property is 
the 11.6 acres of 

Stanley Point with 
2,260’ of shoreline –
the third easement 

donated by the 
Stanley Family Farm 

Association.



The last protected property on this side of the Lake is 
our first gifted bequest. 

Evergreen Point - 9 acres with 1,000 feet of shoreline.



To execute the requirements of this bequest from Marjorie 
Young’s estate, the ASLPT needed to remove all 17 camp 

buildings from the site and return the land to its natural state.



Three larger buildings that could be safely burned were taken down in winter by the 
New London Fire Department.  The remaining buildings were torn down and removed.



If we turn back, and head west then come around the lake from the north we’ll pass the 130 acres 
given to the New England Forestry Foundation by a group of Little Sunapee neighbors with the 

easement held by the ASLPT



Three trails are well marked and the trail map is on our web site.



We’ve driven up Oak Hill above the NEFF land and looking down on Little Sunapee and across t 
to the big lake. We’re standing on the 79 acre Donavan (Butler) easement.



At last we’ll ‘round the lake and just past Bucklin Beach is the 8.87 acre Badmington easement.



Back on Main Street, just across from Ausbon Sargent’s home, is Spring Ledge Farm –
53 protected acres of beautiful, active agriculture – nearly in the center of town. 



Started by Sue & John Clough and now owned and operated by Greg & Astrid Berger, 
Spring Ledge Farm is a New London treasure - valued for its quality produce and beautiful plants.



Our trip ‘round town is finished for today.  But this work inspired by Ausbon Sargent has only 
just begun. Land conservation is a living legacy.  It is our opportunity to share the places that 

give us hope and offer solace with future generations.



Ausbon Sargent must have known that 
“Land is an essential source of individual and community well-being…”



And surely, we have come to see that
“What we choose to do with our landscape becomes what we choose to do to ourselves.”



“Preserving the rural landscape of the Mt. Kearsarge/Lake Sunapee region.”

Please join us so that together we can continue our mission of


